Over the past year, | have had
the privilege of developing a
relationship with a woman
named Susan. | first met her
last November when she was
8 months pregnant with her
son. She shared that she was
a refugee fo Canada from
one of the islands and was
affempting fo make a life
here for herself, butr admiftted
how difficult it was o seffle in,
find good employment and
make ends meet. Now preg-
nant, she was even more con-
cerned about being able to
provide stability, shelter and the basic needs
for her child. Susan was looking for assistance
fo explore the options available fo her includ-
ing placing her son for adoption or sending
him back to her island fo be raised by extend-
ed family, which is fypical in Susan'’s culture.

Only a few weeks after | met her, and before
she had a plan put in place, Susan delivered
a healthy baby boy. It was a privilege to
share in the hospital time with her - the joy
she experienced as she held him and cared
for him, bur also sharing in her grief, as she
knew she was not in a position fo parent him
af this fime in her life. Susan confided, "It was
a very sfressful fime. If's hard fo bring a child
info this world. Sometimes you don't have
what you want to supporf a child. | was so
afraid | would lose him.” Immediately after
spending fime with him, Susan knew that plac-
ing him for adoption was not the best plan for
her; however, she was also nof in a position fo
fake him home. At this fime, Susan learned
of another option available fo her, which

November 2004

allowed her to voluntari-
ly place her son with
Family and Children’s
Services femporarily
while working towards
geftting herself sef up in
order fo be able fo pro-
vide for him. Susan
admits, "It was very
hard, very painful fo
leave the hospital with-
ouf him.”

Although Susan was
working with another
agency fo put a plan in
place for her son, the
relationship that we had established allowed
Susan fo feel safe and comforfable fo remain
in confact by calling from fime fo fime.
During the weeks and months that followed,
Susan would occasionally call me fo tallk about
her son, how much she missed him and the
infense sadness she felt. What a privilege fo
listen and care for her, and fo bring her and
her son before the Lord.

About a month ago, | heard from Susan
again. This fime, it was to share in her joy
that, affer 10 months, her son had been
refurned! | made plans fo drop by and enjoy
a visit with them. Because of many of you
and your generosity, | was able fo go with an
overflowing box of supplies from our care cup-
board, including a snowsuit, warm winter
clothing, some brand new toys and a few
non-perishable food items. Little did | know
(and perhaps, you, when you donafed them)
how much those things would mean fo her.
During our fime together Susan shared about

confinued next page



Christmas List (new items only please):

* whife, grey or black fube socks — children & adulf sizes

¢ black pantyhose or fights
e fairisle sweaters — foddler-6x & adult sizes

* restaurant giff cerfificates (i.e. Tim Horton's, McDonalds, Swiss

Chalet)

e grocery store qift certificates (i.e. Loblaws, Dominion, A & P)

* phone cards

* Lego or Duplo sefs

* games — ages 48

e feddy bears (not foo big)

¢ scenfed body lotion, bubble barh

or soQps

* Veggie Tales videos

* picfure books by Max Lucado or
other Christian authors

e children’s Bibles

* devotional books for young moms

e pretfy picture frames (for 4" x 6"
photos)

e scenfed candles

* preffy mugs

* calendars ¢ wall or pocket

* boxed chocolafes

* hot chocolate

* herbal feas

e Chrisrmas wrapping paper, ribbon, gift tags, gift bags, tissue

paper & cards

Can yod help?

We are looking fo build a
resource library for adoptive
and birth families. We are
hoping that you would con-
sider donating the boolk(s)
that you found most helpful
on your adoption journey.
Used copies are more than
welcome. Just send them fo
the attention of Joan
Kosmachuk. Thank you for
helping others. (If you are
unable fo confribute the
acfual book, please consider
af least sending us the fitle
for our bibliography).

Books, magazines, fapes or
videos on inferfility, adopfion
(for adults, children and
adolescents), birth parent
opfions and/or grief efc.
would all be welcomed.

‘Ministering’ cont’d

how much she loves her son. She confinued,
"He is the joy of my life. I'd sacrifice anything
and everything for my baby so he can have
what he needs.” She confinued to confide
that often that means she only has bread and
water for herself. However, Susan was never a
complainer. She confinued, "l thank God
because there are some people who don't
even have bread.”

Susan confinues to be very busy as she goes to
work each day to be able fo provide for her
son. She confesses, "At worl, | am constantly
thinking abouf him and what he is doing. As
soon as worls is over, | hurry home where | am
always chasing after him unfil he falls asleep
af night!” Susan explains that she has "learned
a lot” during this journey and confinues, "When
he gefs older, I'm going fo fell him what |
wenf through fo have him in my life. | love fo

be his mother, even though he can't call me
mommy yet!”

| am grateful fo God for the opportunities He
gives us fo minister in His name fo women
and their families across this province. What a
privilege to be invited info someone’s journey
- fo walk alongside them and be a cup of
cold water to them, whether it be assisting
them with material needs, empathizing with
them as they are faced with difficult decisions,
and having the privilege to bring them, their
little ones and their many needs and concerns
before the Lord. As a fronf line worker, | am
reminded and grafeful that we couldn’t do
what we do without your help. Never under-
estimate the role you play in this life-giving,
life-changing mission. Thanls you for partner-
ing with us.

Holly Heise, Mission Worker



@ great big THANK YOU to

"The Rock and River Congregation™!!

On September 26th, the Roclk and River
Congregation of Mississauga held a fundrais-
ing Bowlathon for Jewels For Jesus Mission
and Adopfion Agency. It was an amazing
outreach event for the community and
$6,350.00 was raised for our ministry.

%

Current Needs for our Care
Cupboard:

* winfer clothing, especially sizes 4-6
e diapers, sizes 4 and 5

This small congregation of less than 60 mem-
bers believe thar God has blessed them so
that they in turn can be a blessing fo ofhers.
We are so grafeful to be just one of the many
Missions that has received their blessing. Thanlk
you Rock and River !l

6655 Kitimar Road, Unit 5
Mississauga ON L5N 6J4
(905) 821-7494

email: helpline@JewelsForJesus.net
Website: http://www.JewelsForlesus.nef




A Word From Joan

Dear Friends:

"Yes, Lord, walking in the way of Your laws,
we wait for You; Your name and renown
are the desire of our hearts.” Isaiah 26:8

Waiting. In a society that is centered around
insfant gratificafion waifing does not come
easily to us and yet, it is a cenfral piece in our
relationship with the Lord. When we don't
waif, when we fry to make things happen in
our fime, in our way, we do nothing for the
glory of God. We show ourselves fo be inde-
pendent of Him. Yes, we might make things
happen, bur they often interfere with the
greater thing that God could have accom-
plished had we been faithful and obedient to
waif. To waif on the Lord is to show Him, and
others, that the desire of our hearts is for God
fo be glorified.

But, Isaiah shows us, waiting is not inactive.
We wait, "walking in the way of Your laws.”
Waiting goes hand in hand with obedient liv-
ing. Following the Word of God and His com-

mands, doing the things He has called us fo
do, being obedient fo the voice of the Spirit
and then waifing for God fo lead, direct,
reveal, manifest His glory in our lives. We wait
while going about the business of doing the
things God has shown us fo do, in fact com-
manded us to do, in this moment.

At Jewels For Jesus, we spend much fime wait-
ing with ofhers and waifing on God. We waif
for a baby to be born, for a decision to be
made, for a phone call fo come, for a heart
to be softened, for God to move in a life, for
funds fo come in, for light in a darlk situafion,
for clarity in the midst of confusion.... and,
when we are most obedient, we wait not on
the situation buf we wait on God to acf in the
situation. Why? DBecause His name and
renown are the desire of our hears.

| know that many of you have been waifing a
long fime. Waifing for God fo answer your
prayer of years. Please know that there is a
purpose in the waiting. When the answer
comes (as we have seen fime and again) if
comes in a way that most glorifies God. So
walk in His ways, wait on Him, and above all,
malke His name and renown the real desire of
your heart.

Waiting on Him,

Joan Kosmachuk
Executive Director

Dear Joan,

| would like to support the worls of JEWELS FOR JESUS MISSION INC.

making a donation of $

receiving informafion on the monthly Pre-authorized Support Plan

Name:

1AN COUNC,
o A i or
FINANCIAL

ACCOUNTABILITY

S .
T

Address:

Phone No:

Spending of funds is confined to Board approved programs and purchases. Each gift designated foward an approved program will be

used as designared with the understanding that when any given need has been met, designated gifts will be used where needed most.

Gifts of more than $5.00 are acknowledged and receipted with an official receipt for income tax purposes.
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